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Editorial brief 

We want to commission an “always on” title that reaches new audiences for the BBC with content that celebrates the mission of Audio Lab whilst championing fresh on and off-air talent.
   
Since 2021, Audio Lab has successfully run accelerator programmes for audio creator by transforming fresh thinking and hot ambition into distinctive and relevant content. 

We have supported and grown brand new storytelling by adding editorial chops to creator CV’s and by launching the freshest of voices on the UK’s biggest audio platform.  

For example, Who Was Michael X? explored the hidden legacy of a British revolutionary most people hadn’t heard of. In the Museum of Bad Vibes, we brought some of the world’s most treasured artefacts to life through original drama.

In Spring 2026, we released our latest commissions including Made In China (Transracial adoption), Judged – A Mother’s Love (Parenting & Crime), It’s So Loud In Here! (Neurodiversity) and MF DOOM – Long Island to Leeds (Music) documenting how one of Hip Hop’s most respected artists was outcast by the US and lived an unrecognisable life in Leeds, West Yorkshire.  

Some of our award-winning titles include Colouring in Britain (History), Blossom Trees & Burnt-out Cars (Nature), Criminally Queer – The Bolton 7 (True Crime), Instrumental – Black British Trailblazers (Music), Sacred Money (Religion) and Now Here (Society). Find the full collection on the website.

We’re proud to have become a springboard for many to land jobs and commissions that previously felt out of reach, whilst also supporting ‘production partners’ to grow their portfolios with under-represented content. 

We now want to commission, develop and launch a new long running title (i.e. always on) with a supplier who is primed to collaborate on Audio Lab’s mission of accelerating production craft, amplifying fresh voices and most importantly, turning passionate ideas into exciting audio that makes the most of the space between expected podcast commissioning.   

Additionally, we want to launch a title that can continue beyond Audio Lab funding. We welcome submissions from suppliers keen to develop and launch this podcast with the BBC, then produce and own it without Audio Lab involvement - in line with the BBC’s Audio Release Policy (pdf).

We are looking for ideas that:

1. Are informed by stories, passions, obsessions or subcultures. 

2. Will grow following, community, fandom and weekly listening.

3. Are unique and inclusive, featuring fresh and exciting voices/faces.

4. Appeal to many, particularly 20-45 diverse adults in need of compelling reasons to press play, week after week.
 
Audio-only and audiovisual treatments will both be considered

We expect submissions to have considered the BBC’s editorial sustainability and creative diversity strategies and requirements.

Eligibility criteria 

Part 1: Production Eligibility and Experience 

· We require a production team with a demonstrable understanding and growing expertise in making on-demand audio and social media content. Please list TWO of your projects which support this.

· The team includes at least one person who is best described as early to mid-career OR has less than 5 years of professional OR full-time audio experience. 

· This opportunity is open to all registered BBC suppliers, however we aim to work with a production company with a substantive base outside of London.

· Suppliers can submit a maximum of two ideas for consideration. 


Part 2: Partnerships (only complete this if you plan to submit a proposal as part of a partnership) 

Please describe the responsibilities each partner will take. 

Please indicate the lead company with whom the BBC will contract. 

Please include the key personnel responsible for the production and delivery of the programme and details of the partnering company they are currently contracted to.

How to pitch

The deadline for initial ideas and eligibility information is 22 September 2026.

Proposals should be submitted via the PiCoS submission system and include: 

· Select ‘OD Sounds Speech’ network – then brief number: 10914

· Response to the Production Eligibility Questionnaire (up to 500 words)

· An editorial proposal that summarises the idea (up to 500 words per idea)


Timings 

· Deadline for initial ideas and eligibility information - 22 September 2026

· Outcome communicated on or before - 5 October 2026

· Face-to-face pitches may take place with shortlisted suppliers – from 14 October 2026

· Ideas shortlisted for pilot development only - on 20 October 2026

· Idea commissioned – November 2026 

· Production/delivery begins – November 2006

· Launch – Jan-Feb 2027
Evaluation process

· After assessing the eligibility criteria, we will consider the editorial submission. This will include editorial proposal, capability, diversity and inclusion, planning management and production capacity, location, value for money and risk. 

· A small number of shortlisted production companies may be invited to pitch in person.

· Production companies will then be selected for paid development and asked to produce 1-2 pilot episodes.

· We endeavour to feedback to everyone via PiCoS. However, should levels of interest exceed expectations, we reserve the right to only feedback to those shortlisted via PiCoS or short online meetings.

Tariff 

The Tariff for the opportunity is dependent on treatment, presenter(s) and ambition of idea. 

The Tariff will reflect Audio Lab Executive Producer involvement, be inclusive of any presenter(s) fee and negotiated visualisation costs.

3-5k per development i.e. a pilot

3-5k per commissioned episode (minimum commitment of 20 episodes)

Note
· This is an opportunity to develop and launch a title with BBC Sounds Audio Lab Executive Producer involvement for the duration of the commission.

· Please do not enter if you are unwilling to collaborate or receive regular, detailed and actionable feedback for the duration of the commission.

· If you are an individual (i.e. a creator, producer or presenter) you must be a registered BBC supplier or be partnering with a BBC supplier.

· Audio Lab aims to offer a series of briefings, presentations or learning sessions to all shortlisted companies on themes related to producing a successful habit driving title e.g. growth, impact, video or sustainability.

Distribution and contracting

This title will be commissioned under the Audio Terms of Trade (unless otherwise agreed) and The Audio Commissioning Principles and Framework Process.  

This commission will be conditional on independent producers granting commercial rights to the BBC. Independent producers are encouraged to look at the updated Audio Release Policy The BBC is open to considering early release of this title if it meets the criteria set out within the Audio Release Policy.
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